Alessandro Zirilli

PhD student in Al @ Sapienza University of Rome and Gladia Research Lab
Master of Science in Computer Science @ Sapienza University and TUM
Bachelor of Science in Mathematics @ Sapienza University of Rome

mail @ scholar = github 5 Linkedin

EDUCATION

PhD student in Artificial Intelligence Nov 2025 - present
Sapienza University of Rome

M.Sc. in Computer Science Sep 2023 - Oct 2025
Sapienza University of Rome
GPA: 29.5/31, Final:110/110 cum laude

Exchange student Oct 2024 - Aug 2025
Technische Universitiat Miinchen
GPA: 1.26 / 1.0, Final 1.0/1.0

B.Sc. in Mathematics Sep 2020 - Jul 2023
Sapienza University of Rome
GPA: 28.6/31, Final: 110/110

WORK EXPERIENCE
Research Intern Sep 2024 - Nov 2025
Gladia Research

Conduct and participate in research projects on model merging and MoErging.

Other formative activities Sep 2024 - dec 2025
Curricular

Conducted a research project investigating the implications of Neural Tangent Kernels in model
merging.

Private tutor Sep 2020 - Sep 2026
Self-employed

Have tutored more than 20 university and high school students on algebra, analysis, and physics.

PUBLICATIONS
[1] MASS: MoErging through Adaptive Subspace Selection. D. Crisostomi*, A. Zirilli*, A. Gargiulo,
M. S. Bucarelli, S. Scardapane, E Silvestri, I. Masi, E. Rodola. (ICLR2026)

[2] HEAT: Faster Fully Homomorphic Inference via Approximations-Weights Co-Adaptation. A.
Zirilli, D. Marincione, E. M. Kornaropoulos, G. Ateniese, E. Rodola. (Under Submission)

[3] Zero-Shot Quantization via Weight-Space Arithmetic. Daniele Solombrino, Antonio Andrea
Gargiulo, Alessandro Zirilli, Luca Zhou, Adrian Robert Minut, Emanuele Rodola (Under
Submission)


https://x.com/GladiaLab
mailto:alexzirilli@gmail.com
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=Y2_3IKgAAAAJ&hl=it
https://github.com/alexzilligmm/alexzilligmm
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alessandro-zirilli/

OTHER RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
Master’s thesis: “Efficient SAM2 by Exploiting Attention Scores” [blog]
Advisor: Prof. Laura Leal-Taixé , Prof. Emanuele Rodola

Bachelor’s thesis: “Deep Learning for Hex”
Advisor: Prof. Alessandro Panconesi

CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS
One paper accepted at ICLR2026, MASS: MoErging through Adaptive Subspace Selection.

Participated as oral presenter at ICIAP 2025, for the “Breaking the Monolith workshop: advances
in Modular Deep Learning”, presenting my paper MASS.

INVITED TALKS
Cybersecurity - una gara da vincere, June 2026. Speech about homomorphic encryption
application in machine learning.

CERTIFICATES AND AWARDS
Doctoral scholarship winner (2025)
4th highest score amongst all candidates, and awarded with fully funded doctorate scholarships.

Erasmus scholarship (2024)
Awarded the European and Sapienza-funded scholarship to study abroad at my first-choice
destination.

“Il futuro annunciato”, scholarship summer school attendee (2023)

Selected to attend a five-day symposium organized by the Bertinoro International Center for
Informatics. Participated as a scholarship recipient in sessions led by researchers and professors
from Google, University of Padua, and Cornell University.

English IELTS 7.5 certificate (2023)
Certified by the British Council as an advanced English speaker (CEFR Level C1).

Deep Learning Specialisation (2023)
Completed the full Deep Learning specialization taught by Prof. Andrew Ng on Coursera.

IMUN - Honourable mention (2018 and 2019)
Recognized among the top 1% of over 5,000 participants for outstanding public speaking and
diplomacy skills. Received Honourable Mention for two consecutive years.

Awarded a tuition fee reduction based on academic merit. (2020)
Granted a tuition discount based on academic excellence during undergraduate studies.

INVOLVEMENT IN RESEARCH PROJECTS
IscrC_eff-SAM2* Project Lead Gen 2026 - present

IscrCSLEY Researcher Aug 2025 - Mar 2026

Viale Appio Claudio 229, Roma, Italia 00174 +39 324 5305399
alexzirilli@gmail.com


https://alessandrozirilli.com/index/posts/efficientsam2/

ISCRACUSAE Researcher Mar 2025 - Aug 2025
IscrCMGNTC Researcher Oct 2024 - Feb 2025

*awarded with ten thousand GPU hours on national HPC cluster Leonardo.

VOLUNTEERING

Mathematics for everybody(2023)
Participated to scientific divulgation event for younger students.



